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Global Justice Actions from Non-dual Consciousness
I. Introduction: motivation

“How do the global integration and structural inequality look like from non-dual state of
consciousness?” This question emerged and has been with me ever since I first participated in a
satsang by a non-dual spiritual teacher. As | slowly came to understand, the core of non-duality
is the sense of oneness and the non-attachment to one’s identity, ideology, or even thoughts.
Various non-dual teachers (for instance, Adyashanti, 2005) suggest that when non-dual state of
consciousness is attained, one lives with an embodied sense of interconnection with all,
including the social evil and “the enemies.” They claim that persons of non-dual consciousness
may believe in certain ideology or hold particular opinions and thoughts about world events. But
they are unattached from them.

Having trained in critical worldview and exposed to global justice movements based on
dualism, non-duality was a hard concept to accept. It puzzled me even more when | heard non-
dual teachers say embodied sense of oneness and non-identification with one’s thoughts and
ideas do not mean to do nothing in face of social injustice. How do people of non-dual
consciousness conceive global injustice in present day of economic globalization and what
actions do they take for the creation of more just world? Over time, this personal question has
developed into my academic curiosity to study global justice actions from non-dual
consciousness.

In a way to understand global justice actions that come form non-dual consciousness, |
am proposing a study with the past participants of the Way of Nature programs. The Way of
Nature is a wilderness-based spiritual practice program developed and taught by John P. Milton,

an ecologist (Sacred Passage & The Way of Nature Fellowship). I believe studying with this
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population is suitable to address my academic interest for two reasons. First, Milton’s teaching is
fundamentally non-dual drawn on “the world's most profoundly enlightening, earth-connected
traditions” (Milton, 2002) that include Buddhism, Taoism, Dzogchen, Tantra, Vedanta, and
Native American traditions. His teaching advocates that the act for social justice is a natural
progression of one’s spiritual development toward non-dual state of consciousness (Milton,
2006).

The second reason why studying with the past participants of the Way of Nature program
seems appropriate to explore my topic rests with the positions some of them hold in today’s
globalized world. For instance, one of them, Darcy Winslow (retired Nike executive) was the
driving force behind Nike’s global policy change toward sustainable practice. An internationally
recognized management scholar Peter Senge (with Otto Scharmer of Theory U, Joseph Jaworski,
and Betty Sue Flowers) and the leadership scholar Joseph Jawarski both wrote about their Way
of Nature experiences in their books, Presence (2004) and Synchronicity (1996, 1998)
respectively. In Otto Schamer’s work (2009), as | became familiar with Milton’s teaching, |
recognize obvious correlations between his theory and Milton’s. When I questioned another past
participant, Brian Arthur, the former dean of economics department at Stanford University, how
he could teach mainstream economics that reproduce current economic inequality, he responded
that he saw his work was to help next generation of economists see possibility of alternative
economic systems (Arthur, 2011).

While each past participant may not identify himself or herself as a global justice activist,
| see their works in various fields as collective acts of global social change for more just world.
My perception was confirmed in my conversation with Milton in which he said his ultimate goal

is “global transformation” (Milton, 2010).
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Above five paragraphs outline the reasons why | am motivated to conduct this study and
how the topic and the proposed study are tied. The inspiration to study with this group of people
came shortly after | myself participated in the Sacred Passage, the introductory Way of Nature
program. Having personal experience of the program and direct access to John P. Milton are

added advantages in operationalizing this study.

I1. Academic fields and theorists that inform my work

The subsections of the following three academic areas seem to inform my study: 1)
Transformative Learning, 2) Global Studies/Global Social Justice, and 3) Consciousness Studies.
My topic is located in the area all three overlap. Transformative interconnection is the common

thread that ties all three subsections together.

Transformative
Learning

Global

Consciousness Studies/Social |
Studies /

Change J
/

4

The following is the tentative and beginning list of theorists | intend to review. For the beginning
bibliographic list, please refer to Appendix A.

1) Transformative Learning
- Edward O’Sullivan (Planetary Transformative Learning)
- Marilyn Taylor (Planetary Transformative Learning)
- John Dirkx (Psycho-Analytic Transformative Learning)
- Laurent Parks Daloz (Psychodevelopmental Transformative Learning)

2) Global Studies/Global Social Justice
- William Carroll, Leslie Sklair, William Robinson (Transnational Capitalist Class
Formation Theory and transnational alternative movement theories)
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- Arjuna Ardagh (global consciousness shift and social change)

- Peter Russell (global consciousness shift and social change)

- Paul Hawken (global consciousness shift and social change)

- Paul Ray & Sherry Ruth Anderson (Cultural Creatives)

- Charles Eisenstein (Sacred economics)

3) Consciousness Studies

- Joanna Macy (Deep Ecology)

- Thich Nhatt Hanh (Interbeing, Engaged Buddhism)

- Jean Houston (Conscious Creativity)

- Annabelle Nelson (Consciousness Studies)

- Allan Combs (Consciousness Studies)

- Donald Rothberg (Engaged Spirituality)
I11. Research Question
“How do the past participants of the Way of Nature programs describe their experience of
negotiating their worldviews and putting them into global justice actions?*

This question implies that the focus of this study is on the manifestation of non-dual
consciousness/worldview in people's action for global justice; it is not the impact of the Way of
Nature experience. My assumption is that their negotiation of worldview may or may not have

been triggered by the Way of Nature experience, but rather it is an on-going transformative

learning process that was deepened through the experience.

IV. Methodology

Open-ended qualitative research

V. Participants and Research Setting
Number of participants: 12-15
Selecting criteria:

- Participated in one or more of the Way of Nature programs in last 10 years.
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- Holds a position of global influence (to be determined... I am envisioning some
people who are in positions of making structural changes for global justice).
- Have demonstrated concrete actions for global justice (to be defined).
Research setting: (TBD)
- Individual interviews, preferably face-to-face, possibly remote via audio or video

technology.
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